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ANECDOTES 


F an intimate accquaintance, and a 
moſt affectionate regard for upwards 
of thirty five years, with the lately de- 


parted, excellent, and firſt Artiſt as a 


Painter, Britain ever produced, could be 
deemed a qualification to write memoirs, . 


of his life and Paintings, ſo far, and na 


further, I am competent to. the taſk Ic 


have undertaken; but to do Mr. Gainſbo- 
| rough juſtice, it requires a pen, equal to 


his own inimitable pencil, to hold forth 
the powers it poſſeſſed, or the tender 
feelings of his heart, a taſk I am by no 
means adequate to, but as I can with truth 
boaſt, that I was the firſt man who per- 

 A2 cee 


* 


envied even by the rirsT ARrisrs his 


1 
ceived; though through clouds of bed em. 


louring, whatan accurateeye he poſſeſſed, 


and the truth of his drawings, and who | 


dragged him from the obſcurity of a 


Country Town, at a time that all his 
| neighbours were as ignorant of his great 
I talents, as he was himſelf, I may juſtly | 


claim the pleaſure, (or vanity it may be 
called) of holding forth his merits, ſince 


they have been ſeen, admired, and ac- 
t knowledged by all lovers of the Arts, and 


_ 92 
3 


5 


OCotemporarys; for tho many may excel 
3 in fine out lines, good likeneſſes, deco- 
| rated with chaſte, elegant, and high fi- 
niſhed borrowed drapery in portrait paint- 
ing, I will venture to affirm, that no man 


living in this Kingdom, nor do I believe 


"Cy 

in \ any other, poſſeſſed a genius ſo great,” 
or ſo univerſal as Mr. Gainſborough, for 
whether on Portraits, Landſcapes, mo- | 

delling, or Mechanics, all his doings were 

equally excellent. This ingenious man 


- was born in the year 1727 at Sudbury in 
Suffolk, his Father, who was a Clothier, 
and a Diſſenter in that Town, had a very 
large family, and could only beſtow an 
education ſufficient, to put them in 
a. way of providing for themſelves, and 
he had ſenſe enough to perceive it 
was all they wanted, for all his children 
were wonderfully ingenious, I was about 
to ſay, all equally ingenious. Mr. Gainſbo- 
rough, like the beſt Poets, was born a 
Painter, for he told me, that during his 
Boy-hood, W he had no Idea of be- 
f coming 


(.6 ) 


| coming a Painter then, yet there was not 


a Picture ſque clump of Trees, nor even 
a ſingle Tree of beauty, no, nor hedge 
row, ſtone, or poſt, at the corner of the 
Lanes, for ſome miles round about the 
place of his nativity, that he had not ſo 
perfectly in his mind's eye, that had he 


known he could uſe a pencil, he could 


have perfectly delineated. I ſay had he 


' known, he could uſe a pencil, for he could, 
and did uſe one the firſt time he took it 


up in ſuch manner, that the firſt effort 
he made with one, is of a group of Trees 

nov in my poſſeſſion, and they are ſuch as 
would not be unworthy of a place at this 

day, in one of his beſt landſcapes. At the 
ſame time that he gave me this, his 
MAIDEN DRAWING, it was accompanied 


with 


ta) 


with a great many ſketches of Trees, 


Rocks, Shepherds, Plough-men, and paſ- 
toral ſcenes, drawn on {lips of paper, or 
old dirty letters, which he called hrs rid- 
ing School, and which have all been given, 
borrowed, or taten away from me, except 

his firſt wonderful Sketch, which would 


have been gone alſo, but that I had paſted | (| 


it in a M. S. bound book of muſic, com- 
poſed and written by my affectionate and 
departed brother; and as it is a wonder- 
ful performance even fora profeſſed Maſ- 
ter of the art of drawing, it ſhall be left 
with the publiſher of this book ten days, f | | 
for the inſpection of the curious, and the 
confirmation of the truth of what I have 
advanced. Thus finding the bent of his 


genius, he went "_ young to London, 
where, 


\ "(SY | 
where, by the aſſiſtance of his father; the 
powers of his genius, his modeſt deport- 
ment, and the elegance of his perſon; he 
obtained what is called in general, many 
Friends, and by attending a drawing Aca- 


demy, greatly improved his natural ta- 
lents; but being, as I ſaid above, of a 
| modeſt, ſhy, reſerved diſpoſition, which 
| continued with him till his death, he had 
| Not formed any high Ideas of his own 
| powers, but rather conſidered himſelf as 


done, among a crowd of young Artiſts, 
who might be able in a country town (by 
turning his hand to every kind of paint- 

I ing) pick up a decent livelihood. When 
be obtained his nineteenth year, he me | | 
with a very pretty Scots girl, of low bartly 
| had 


| 


Y 
| 
' 
| 


who by the luck of the day, * had an 


= 0 No refleRtion 3 is meant here on Mrs,Gainſborough's virtue. 


a 1 


annuity ſettled upon her for life of two 
hundred pounds a year, to this girl he 


offered his hand and his heart, which per- 


haps no other woman of any fortune would 


at that time have refuſed, & then with his 


pretty wife, he retired to Ipſwich in Suf- 
folk, took a ſmall houſe of fix pounds a 


year in that Town, and conſidered himſelf 
happily ſettled for life. Soon after his 


remove to Ipſwich I was appointed Lieute- | 
nant Governor of Land Guard Fort, not 


far diſtant, and while I was walking with 
the then printer and editor of the Ipſwich WM 
journal, in a very pretty town garden of [ 
{ his, I perceived a melancholy faced coun- 


try man, with his arms locked together, 
7 leaning 
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( 10 ) 
leaning over the garden wall, I pointed 
him out to the printer, who was a very 
ingenious man, and he with great gravity 
of face, ſaid the man had been there all 
day, that he pitied him, believing he was 


either mad, or miſerable, I then ſtepped 


forward with an intention to ſpeak to the 
mad man, and did not perceive, till I was 


cloſe up, that it was a wooden man painted 


upon a ſhaped board. Mr. Creighton (I 


think that was the printer's name) told me 


1 had not been the only perſon this inimi- 


il table deception had impoſed upon, for 

fl: that many of his accquaintance had been 
led even to ſpeak to it, before they per- 

|. ceived it to be a piece of art, and upon 


finding the artiſt himſelf lived in that town, 


I immediately procured his addreſs, viſi- 


ted 


(1) 1 
ted Mr. Gainſborough, and told him! 
came to chide him for having impoſed a 
ſhadow inſtead of a ſubſtance upon me, 
Mr. Gainſborough received me in his | 
painting room, in which ſtood ſeveral | | 
portraits truly drawn, perfectly like, but ; | 
ſtiffly painted, and worſe coloured; among | 
which was the late Admiral Vernon's, for 
it was not many years after he had taken 
Porto Bello, with ſix ſhips only, but when 
I turned my eyes to his little landſcapes, 
and drawings, I was charmed, thoſe were 
the works of fancy and gave him infinite 
delight; MADAM NATURE, not MAN, Was 
then his only fludy, and he ſeemed inti- 
mately accquainted with that BEAUTIFUL 
OLD LADY. Soon after this, the late King 
paſſed by the garriſons under my com- 
| 11 mand, 


(333 
i mand, and as I wanted a ſubject to em · 
ploy Mr. Gainſborough's pencil in the 
landſcape way, I deſired him to come and 


eat a dinner with me, and to take down 
in his pocket book, the particulars of the 
Fort, the adjacent hills, and the diſtant 


view of Harwich, in order to form a land- 


| ſcape of the Yatchs paſſing the garriſon 


under the ſalute of the guns, of the ſize 
of a pannel over my chimney piece, 


| he accordingly came, and in a ſhort time 


after, brought the picture. I was much 
pleaſed with the performance, and aſking 


him the price? he modeſtly ſaid, he ho- 
ped I would not think fifteen guineas too 
much, I aſſured him that in my opinion 


it would, (if offered to be ſold in Lon- 


don, „ 9 double that ſum, and ac- 
cordingly 


(43) 


end paid him, thanked him, and 
lent him an excellent fiddle; for I found, 
that he had as much taſte for muſic, as 
he had for painting, though he had then, 


never touched a muſical inſtrument, for at | 


that time he ſeemed to envy even my 
poor talents as a fiddler, but before I got 
my fiddle home again, he had made ſuch 
a proficiency in muſic, that I would as 
ſoon have painted again/t him, as to have 
attempted to fiddle againſt him, I be- 
lieve however it was what I had ſaid 
about the landſcape, and Thomas Peartrees 
head, which firſt induced Mr. Gainſbo- 
rough to ſuſpe& (for he only ſuſpected it) 
that he had ſomething more in him, which 
might be fetched out, he found he could 
letch a good tone out of my fiddle, and 

Po Oe e why 


(14) 


why not out of his own Palate? the fol- 


lowing winter, I went to London, and I 
ſuſpected, for like Mr. Gainſborough, I IV 
only ſuſpected, that my landſcape had Ite 
uncommon merit, I therefore took it with Ne. 


me, and as Mr. Major the Engraver, was IE. 
then juſt returned from Paris, and eſ- Ire 
teemed the firſt artiſt in London in his ſa: 
way, 1 ſhewed it to him; he admired it tc 
ſo much, that I urged him for both their Ep: 


lakes as well as mine, to engrave a plate ti. 


from it, which he ſeemed very willing to 
fl undertake, but doubted whether 1 it would 
buy its ſale (as it was only a perſpective 
| view of the Fort) anſwer the expence; to 
| obviate which, I offered to take ten gui- 
neas worth of impreſſions myſelf; he 
then inſtantly agreed to do it, The im- 
preſſion, 


(15) 


prelibe will ſhew the merit of both artiſts, 
but alas! the picture, being left againſt a 


wall which had been made with ſalt wa- 


ter mortar, is periſhed and gone. That 
engraving made Mr. Gainſborough's name 


known beyond the circle of his country 


reſidence, and he was ſoon after by me, 
and ſeveral of his friends, urged to remove 


to Bath, and try his talents at portrait 


painting, in that fluctuating city, at which 


time I had a houſe there and reſided du- 
ring the winters. After his arrival at 
Bath, I accompanied him in ſearch of 
lodgings, where a good painting room as 
to light, a proper acceſs, &c. could be 
had, and upon our return to my houſe, 
vhere his wife was impatiently waiting 


the event, he told her he had ſeen lodg- 
_ ings 
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(wu) 
ings of fifty pounds a year, in the church 
yard, which he thought would anſwer his 
purpoſe. The poor woman, highly alar- 
med, fearing it muſt all come out of her 
annuity, exclaimed fifty pounds a year 
Mr. Gainſborough! why are you going 
to throw yourſelf into a gaol? but upon 
my telling her, if ſhe did not approve of 
the lodgings at fifty pounds a year, he 
| ſhould take a houſe of an hundred and 
fifty, and that I would pay the rent if he 
could not, Margaret's alarms were mode- 
rated. . Ly 
As at that time I was better known, 
and better loved at Bath, than I am at 
this, though 1 am a very innocent and unof- 
fending man, except to Rogues and Raſcals, 
My head was to be held up as the decoy 

1 „% oak 


LL "I W 2 
ch duck, but the firſt ſitting (riot above fif. 
his teen minutes) is all that has ever been 
ar- done to it, and in that ſtate it hangs up 
ner in my houſe at this day; buſineſs came 
ear in ſo faſt, at five guineas a head, that 
ing though he did not much mend in his 
onfl colouring, or ſtyle, yet he was obliged 1 
offl to raiſe his price from five to eight gui- 
he neas, and therefore I would not take up 
nd his time to finiſh mine, and perhaps too 
he the finiſhing would not have mended it, 
le · ¶ the likeneſs, he could not: It is ſcarce ne- 

ceſſary to ſay how rapidly, nor how juſtly, 
n, he raiſed his price from eight guineas, till 
at he fixed it at forty for a half length, and 
an hundred for a full one; but before I - 
I. proceed further, I cannot help relating a If 
yl very ſingular and extraordinary circum- 
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ſtance, which aroſe between him, Mrs. 


Thickneſſe, and myſelf; for though it is 


very painful for me to refle& on, and 
much more ſo to relate, it turned out for- 
tunately for him, and thereby leſſened 


my concern, as he certainly had never 


gone from Bath to London, had not this 
untoward circumſtance aroſe between us; 
and it is no leſs ſingular, that I, who had 
taken ſo much pains to remove him from 


Ipſwich to Bath, ſhould be the cauſe, 


twenty years afterwards, in driving him 


from thence! I believe I may venture to 


 fay, that all great genius's are a little allied 


to a kind of i innocent madneſs, and there 
certainly was only a very thin membrane 
which kept this wonderful man within 


the 3 of reaſon. wo" had aſked me 


when 


(19) 


when he firſt went to Bath, to give him 


the portrait of a little Spaniſh girl painted 
upon copper, with a guittar in her hand, 
and one feather in her hair, a picture now 


* 


at his houſe in Pall-Mall, the ſtudy of 


which, he has often told me, made him 


a Portrait painter, and as he afterwards 
painted Mrs. Thickneſſes full length, be- 
fore ſhe was my wife, he rolled it up in 
a landſcape of the ſame ſize, and of his 


own pencil, and ſent it me to London by 


the waggon. I was much ſurpriſed at 


the firſt opening of it! to ſee the head of 


a large oak tree, inſtead of Mrs. Thick- 


neſſes head, but I ſoon found between 


the two pictures, a note as follows. Leſt 


„Mrs. Thickneſſes picture ſhould have 
been damaged i in the carriage to town, 
O 3 - <a 
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« for having procured me the favor of 


% her fitting to me for it, it has done me 
* ſervice, and I know it will give you. 


% pleaſure.” 


During our reſidence at Bath, he had 
often deſired me to fit to him for a com- 
panion to it, which I as often declined; not 


a becauſe I ſhould not have felt myſelf and 


my perſon too, highly flattered, but be- 
cauſe I owed Mr, Gainſborough ſo much 


| regard, eſteem, and friendſhip, that I 


could not bear he ſhould toil for nothing, 
knowing how hard he worked. for profit. 
However, during the laſt year of his re- 
Fence at Bath, he fell in love with Mrs. 


Thickneſſes 


this landſcape i is put as a caſe to protect 
it, and I now return you many thanks 


By 


3 3 


Thickneſſes VIOL Dr GAMBA, and often 


when he drop'd in to my houſe and took 
it up, offered me an hundred guineas for 


it; at that time I had reaſon to believe I 


might not find it inconventent, ever to re- 


move from my own houſe in the Creſcent, 


and obſerving to Mrs. Thickneſſe how 


much he admired her Viol, that he had 
ſome very good ones of his own, and 


that ſhe might at any time have the uſe of 
either, ſhe conſented to give him an in- 
ſtrument made in the year 1612, of ex- 
quiſite workmanſhip, and mellifluous tone 
and which was certainly worth an hun- 


dred guineas.“ We then aſked him and 


his family to n with us, after which 
Mrs. 


* After the death of my daughter, it was ſold to Mr. 


— for uy guineas, | 
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Mrs. Thicknefle putting the inſtrument 
before him, deſired he would play one of 
his beſt leſſons upon it; this I ſay was 47 ; 
ter ſupper, for till poor Gainſborough had 


got a little borrowed courage (ſuch was 
his natural modeſty ) that he could neither 


play nor Sing He then played, and charm- 


ingly too, one of his dear friend Abel s 
leſſons, and Mrs. Thickneſſe told hini he 


deſerved the inſtrument for his reward, 
aud deſired his acceptance of it, but ſaid 
at your leiſure, give me my huſband's 
picture to hang by the ſide of my own. 
An hundred full length pictures beſpoke, 
could not have given my grateful and ge- 
neroꝝs friend half the pleaſure, a pleaſure 
in which J participated highly, becauſe 1 


knew with what delight he would fagg 
through 


( 23 ) 


through the day's work; to reſt his cun- 


ning fingers at night over Abel's compoſi- 
tions, and an inſtrument he ſo highly va- 
lued. Gainſborough was ſo tranſported 
with this preſent, that he ſaid © keep me 


% not ſend the inſtrument till I have fia 


however was ſent the next morning, and 
the ſame day he ſtretched a canvaſs, called 


the head, rubbed i in the dead colouring, 
of the full length, painted my Newfound- 


by, and no more ſaid of it, or done to 


Mrs. Thickneſſe, and I called one morn- 
ing at his houſe, Mr. Gainſborough invi- 


T hungry Keep me hungry! and do 


« niſhed the picture.” The viol di gamba i 
upon me to attend, and he ſoon finiſhed | 


land dog at my feet; and then it was put 
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it. After ſome conſiderable time had paſſed 1 


ted 


— 
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g 
ted her up into his picture room, ſaying 
| madam I have ſomething above to ſhew 
i | you. Now the reader will naturally con- 
i | clude, as ſhe did, that it was ſome further 
progreſs upon my picture, which as it 
was laſt left, had ſomething of the appear- 
ance (for want of light and ſhade in the 
drapery) of a drowned man ready to 
burſt, or rather of a ragged body which | 
had been blown about upon a gibbet on l 
Hounſlow Heath, for the dog's head, and 
his maſters, were the only parts that be-) 
trayed the pencil of ſo great a maſter, 0 
But upon Mrs. Thickneſſes entering the 
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n 
room ſhe found it was to ſhew her, Mr. | 
Fiſcher's portrait, painted at full length, . 


compleatly finiſhed, in ſcarlet and gold, , 
like a Colonel of the foot guards, and. 
| mine 


(4%) 


mine ſtanding in its tatter a ragg condi- 
tion by the fide of it! Mrs. Thickneſſe 
knew this was a picture not to be paid for, 
and that it was begun and compleated 


after mine. She would have rejoiced, to 
have ſeen an hundred pictures finiſhed 
before mine, that were to be paid for, 
but ſhe inſtantly burſt into tears, retired, 
and wrote Mr. Gainſborough a note, de- 
firing him to put my picture up in his gar- 
ret, and not let it ſtand to be a foil to 
Mr. Fiſcher's; he did ſo, and as inſtantly 
ſent home the viol di gamba! Upon my 
meeting Mr. Gainſborough, I believe the 
next day, I aſked him how he could have 
acted ſo very imprudently ? and obſerved 
to him that it was not conſiſtent with his 
uſual delicacy, nor good ſenſe, that even 

95 1E 


% 26 ) 
if he had made a fooliſh bargain with ber 
yet it was a bargain, and ought to be ful. 
filled, for I muſt own, that had he been 
a man I loved leſs, I too ſhould have been 
a little offended. Now reaſon and good 
ſenſe had returned to my friend, I own ſaid 
he I was very wrong, not only in doing 
as I did, but I have been guilty alſo of a 
ſhameful indelicacy in accepting the in- 


ſtrument which Mrs. Thickneſſes fingers 


from a child had been accuſtomed to, but 


my admiration of it, ſnut out my judg- 


ment, and I had long ſince determined 
to ſend it her back with the picture, 
and fo I told Mr. Palmer (and ſo he did) 
adding, pray make my peace with Mrs. 
Thickneſſe, and tell her I will finiſh your 
picture in my very beſt manner, and ſend 


it her home forthwith, In a few days 


after, 


ul 


2 5 


after, we three met, and they two ſhook 


hands and ſeemed as good friends as ever; 


but, days, weeks, and months paſled 
and no picture appearing, either at his 
houſe or mine, I began to think it then 
became my turn to be a little angry 
too; for I ſuſpected, and I ſuſpected 
right, that he had determined never to 
touch it more! and I wrote him a letter 
and told him ſo, adding, that Mrs. Thick- 
neſſe was certainly entitled to the picture, 
either from his jus rIcE or his GENER- 
051TY! that I would not give a farthing 
for it, as a mark of his juſtice, but if he 
would ſend it to me from his generoſity. 
unfiniſhed as it was, I ſhould feel myſelf 
obliged to him; and he ſent it as it was} 
Nothing but knowing the goodneſs of his 

"Be heart, 


(28) 
heart, the generoſity of his temper, and 
the particularities of is mind, could ever 
have made me, even ſpeak to him again, 


after having given me ſo deadly a blow, 


for it was a DEADLY ONE; but I knew, 


though it ſeemed his act, it did not origi. 
nate with him; he had been told that ! 


had ſaid openly in the public coffee-houſc 


at Bath, that when I firſt knew him at 


Ipſwich, his children were running about 
the ſtreets there without ſhoes or ſtock- 
ings; but the Raſcal who told him ſo, was 


the Villain who robbed the poor from the 
plate he held at the church door for alms ! 


That Mr. Gainſborough did not believe me 
capable of telling ſo groſs a falſehood, I 


have his authority to pronounce, for he 
told me what he ſaid in return. I ack- 


nowledge 


CS 


( 29 ) 
nowledge faid he, I owe many obligations 
to Mr. Thickneſſe, and I know not any 


man from whom I could receive acts of 
endſhip with more pleaſure, and then 


ade this juſt remark. I ſuppoſe, ſaid he, 


the Doctor knew I now and then made 


you a preſent of a drawing, and he meanly 


thought, by ſetting us at variance, he 


might come in for one himſelf. 


The firſt time I met Mr. Gainſborough 


aſter he had preſented me with my own 
unfiniſhed picture, I ſaw that concern 


and ſhame in his face, which good ſenſe, 
an upright heart, and conſcious errors, 


always diſcover. I did not lament the loſs 
of his finiſhing ſtrokes to my Portrait, but 


Igrieved that it had ever been began; he 
defired I would not let any other painter 
touch 
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ſented to do, provided I would permit 


630 

touch it, and I ſolemnly aſſured him, it 
ſhould never be touched, it had I ſaid 
been touched enough, and ſo had I, and 
then the ſubject was dropt; but every 
time I went into the room where that 


ſcare- crow hung, it gave me ſo painful a 
ſenſation, that I proteſt it often turned 
me ſick, and in one of thoſe ſick fits, I 
deſired Mrs. Thickneſſe would return the 
picture to Mr, Gainſborough, and that as 


ſhe had ſet her heart upon having my full 
length portrait, I would rather give Mr. 


Pine his fifty guineas for painting it, than 


be ſo daily reminded and ſicken'd at the 
ſight of ſucha glaring mark of diſregard 


from a man I ſo much admired, and ſo 
affectionately eſteemed. This ſhe con- 


her 


66 


{{ 


It 


and ſo done, then blot him forever from 


a houſe in Pall-Mall at three hundred 


(83) 
her to ſend with it a card, expreſſing her 
ſentiments at the ſame time, to which I 
am ſorry to ſay, I too haſtily conſented. 
In that card ſhe bid him take his bruſh, 
and firſt rub out the countenance of the 1 
trueſt and warmeſt friend he ever had, 


his memory. Upon the receipt of that 
note, he went directly to London, took 


pounds a year rent, returned to Bath to 
pack up his goods and pictures, and ſent 
me a note upon a ſlip of paper wherein 
he ſaid. God bleſs you and yours, I 
am going to London in three days.“ 
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Hell knowing my Man, and having had 
ſo recent a proof his being ſometimes ca- 


pable of NE" very injudiciouſiy, I was 
much 
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Ty 
much alarmed, leſt with all his merit and 
genius, he might be in London a long 
time, before he was properly known to 
that claſs of people, who alone could ef. 
Erntialh ſerve him, for of all the men! 
ever knew, he poſſeſſed leaſt of that 
1 worldly knowledge, to enable him to 


make his own way into the notice of the 
GREAT Worlp. I therefore wrote to 
Lord Bateman who knew him, and who 
admired his talents, ſtating the above par- 
ticulars, and urging him at the ſame time 
for both our ſakes, to give him counte: 
nance and make him known, that being 
all which was neceſſary. His Lordſhip for 
me, or both our ſakes did ſo, and his re- 


move from Bath to London proved aj 
good a move, as it was from Ipſwich to 


Bath. 


d Bath. It was not one, or two, ill judged | 
actions, among a thouſand great, good, 
and generous ones Iknew him to be guilty 
of, which could break off our friendſhip, 
nor did he back-ground-bruſh my counte- 
J nance as Mrs. Thickneſſe had deſired, for 
ſome years afterwards I aſked him whe- 
3 ther he had ſo done! no, no, ſaid he, 
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colouring (for he was a great colouriſt) one | 
* day or other, ſome of your family or 
friends will be glad of it, but I now ſuſpect 
it has had the bruſh, or the ſciſſars, a fate 
many of his Portraits has met with, in the 
courſe of forty years. — Jealouſy, or hatred, 
as occafioned many ſuch murderous deeds! ! 
Put thoſe who beſt loved Mr. Gainſbo- 
rough, and whom he moſt loved, were 
| to Þ=pfortunately leaſt welcome to his houſe, 
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( 34 ) 

his table, or the good will of ſome part of 

his family; for he ſeldom had his own 
Way, but when he was rouſed to exert a 
painful authority for it, and then he flew 
into irregularities, and ſometimes into ex- 

ceſs, for when he was once heated, either 


by paſſion, or wine, he continued unable 
and unwilling alſo, to do buſineſs at home, 
and at thoſe times ſquandered away fifty 
times over, the money which an extra 
joint of meat, or a few bottles of port 
would have coſt, to have entertained his 
friends at home. I mention this, becauſe 
had it not been for ſuch pitiful doings, 
he would have been ſtill inall human pro- 
bability, the delight of his friends, and 
the admiration of all the world, for years 
to come, He had ſo utter a diſregard to 
” INONCY, 


ler 


ble 
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money, that ſome body ſmuggled up in a 
few years at Bath, five hundred pounds. 
Thoſe who have ſat to Mr. Gainſborough 


know, that he ſtood, not fat at his Palate, 
and conſequently, of late years at leaſt, 
N five or ſix hours work every morning, 
tired him exceedingly, and then, when 
he went into the park for a little freſh air, 


or up into the city upon buſineſs, if he 
took a hackney coach to eaſe his tired 


limbs back again, he was obliged to be 


ſet down in St. James's Square, or out of 
the ſight of his own windows, for fear of 
another jet down not ſo convenient either 
to his head, or his heels, as riding out 
twelve penny worth of coach hire, after 
having earned fifty guineas previouſly 


thereto! I have more than once been ſet 
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down by him in that manner, even when 
I was going to dine with him, and have 
more than once been told by him why We 
were ſo ſet down! If therefore I have told 
this tale too ſeverely, let it be remem- I 
bered, that I have loſt a friend whom 1 $7 
ſincerely loved; the public have loſt a 

moſt valuable and Eminent artiſt, his nu- Ih 


„( p mms. os - 


merous relations, (ſome of whom he ge- II. 
nerouſly maintained, and all of whom he Ft! 
affectionately loved) have loſt their ſup- IB 
port; and therefore “ let the firicken deer IP. 
go weep” while the Portraits of Lord Kill- Fe 
morrey, Mr. Quin, Mr. Medlicote, Mr. fs: 
| Moſley, Doctor Charlton, Mr. Fiſcher and Fan 
Mrs. Thickneſſe exiſt; his talents as a ſth 
Portrait painter muſt be admired for their 
ſtrong likeneſſes, elegance of attitude, ue 

4 and . 


JE 


by -- 


e, 


d 


1 


and the PERMANCEY of their colouring. J 
Theſe and many more were finiſhed before 
he left Bath, and that of his MajzsTY 
GeoRGE the THIRD, the Quetn, the 
three Royal Siſters upon one canvas. 
The Prince of Wa LEs, Colonel St Ledger, 
Mr. Bates, and many others, painted after 
he was ſettled in London, will forever 
Immortalize him as a perfect maſter of 
that art. The Kinc's Portrait and Mr. 
Bates, are perhaps the two moſt perfect 
portraits of both ſace, and perſons, that 
ever were delineated upon canvas, but 
great as thoſe Portraits in particular are, 
and excellent as moſt of his pictures in 
that way are finiſhed, it was neceſſity, 


ä not 

Mrs. Thickneſſes picture was painted in the year 1764, 

and the colours though it has been carried all over Europe, 

are as vivid as the firſt day it was painted, I mention this as 
a hint to the Knight, 
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not choice, which drew him from his fa- 


own hand of the intimacy and iriend{hip 
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vorite ſtudy, the ſtudy of NATURE, and 
in thoſe repreſentations, let his pictures 
from nature ſpeak, as they will, while can- 
vas and oil can endure; and call forth 
the admiration of all beholders, and the 
imitation of all inferior artiſts. It would 


be impertinent to ſay more of his talenis II 
as a landſcape. painter, while there are 
ſo many winej/es in the world under his 


there was between him and dame Nature, 
for I may juſtly ſay; NATURE fat to b 


Mr. Gainſborough in all her attractive atti. A 
tudes of beauty, and his pencil traced 0 


with peculiar and matchleſs felicity, het 


fineſt and moſt delicate linaments; wWhe- Ne. 
ther from the ſturdy oak; the twiſtedſſ® 
N eglantine, 


(39) 
eglantine, the mower whetting his ſcythe, 
the whiſtling plough boy; or the ſhepherd 


under the haw-thorn in the dale; all 


came forth equally chaſte from his ini- 


mitable and fantaſtic pencil. But perhaps 
even the greateſt part of this maſter's ge- 
nius is ſtill unknown but to a few! After 


returning from the Concert at Bath, near 


twenty years ago, where we had been 


charmed by Miſs Linley's voice, I went 
home to ſupper with my friend, who ſent 


his ſervant for a bit of clay from the ſmall 
beer barrel, with which he firſt modelled 2 
and then coloured her head, and that 
too in a quarter of an hour, in ſuch a 


manner that-I proteſt it appeared to me 


even ſuperior to his paintings! the next 


day I took a friend or two to his houle to 
| ſec 
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( 40 ) 
ſee it, but it was not to be ſeen, the ſervant 
had thrown it down from the mantle piece 


and broke 1t; but as 1 ſaid above, all great 
genius 1s a little allied to ſomething 


which commian place underſtandings can- 
not comprehend! for Iam well convinced 
that if I had aſked him for five hundred 
pounds to ſave me from a gaol, I ſhould 
not have gone to a gaol, but I am as tho- 
roughly convinced, that no carthly con- 
ſideration could have prevailed upon him 
(after what had paſſed) to have touched 
my picture again; but as enough has been 
ſaid as to the merits of his pencil, I have 
only to add a few ſpecimens of the be- 
nevolence of his heart. A gentleman 
and a friend of mine, had without letting 


me know his diſtreſs, ſhot himfelf 1 in this 
ny; 


head . 


Þomn —_, 


„ 
city, I found by ſome letters 4 a fe- 
male which came into my hands from the 
CoRONER that he was connected with a 
woman in London who had painted the 
diſtreſs of her mind, in thoſe letters a la 
Gainſborough, I wrote to her, and her re- 
ply to me was of the ſame caſt, and meet- 
ding Mr. Gainſborough going to the play | 
0- when I had her letter in my hand, I 
n. ſhewed it to him; I ſaw the ſtiflled tear 
im ready to burſt from his eyes and fo quit- 
ed ted him, but inſtead of going to the play, 
en he returned home, ſent me a bank note 
veſ ina letter, wherein he faid, © I could 
e · © not go to the play till L had relieved © 
an my mind by ſending you the incloſed 
ng ff © bank note, which I beg you to tranſmit 
15 to the poor woman by to morrows 
5 F « poſt. 3 


— cop” Fi AGE IST n Tt, * > 0 - — 
— * * * 3 < ” = — —— 8 1 22 n * 
3. 7 FR 2 Þ LS A 2 = 3 = 7 5 W — 57 'Y > r Rag — 1 1 "4, 4; . 2 2 L 2 bt na — ON . 
: — f : * * A — . — TR « - _ X - " 
, r 2 >» of *. n by, %.% a 8 2. * ox - enge ö * Ka wy 8 2 : * 
— — _—_ * 5 a mu re 4 
©. ene — — — —— > Ea hea = — 
' * . de * * ee ee - 5 — — * 0 
” & J - m_ — 


( 42 ) 

76 poſt.“ "His ſuſceptible mind and his 
benevolent heart, led him into ſuch re- 
peated acts of generoſity, that at that 
time, I know he was not rich, and I 
ſuppoſe he did not die, worth a tenth part 
of what he might have been poſſeſſed of, 
had he been a worldly minded man; a 
Humouriſt he certainly was, but in the 
moſt pleaſant caſt of that character, for 
when a certain rich citizen was ſitting to 


him with his five guinea new powdered 
bob wig on, the chap looked ſo rum, and 
fat ſo very pretty, that poor Gainſborough 


found it impoſſible not to burſt out in a 


fit of laughter, and while he was wiſhing 


for ſome occaſion to plead his excuſe, the 
Alderman deſired him not to overlook the 


dimple in his chin; no power of face could 
21 Rand 


(41 


ſtand that;—Gainſborough burſt forth in 
laughter, threw his pencil upon the 


ground, and ſaid dn the dimple in your | 
chin, I can neither paint that nor your 
chin neither, and never touched the pic- 
ture more; and when a certain Ducheſs 
ſent to know the reaſon why her picture 
was not. ſent home? he gave it a wipe in the | 
face with his back-ground-bruſh, and ſent 
her word that her Grace was too hard for 
ed I him, he could not he ſaid paint it. That 
nd incligant meſſage, loſt her an excellent 
gh repreſentation of her beautiful perſon (for 
ra ſhe was beautiful) and Gainſborough's | 
ng ſpirit, deprived him of an hundred gui- 
he I neas. Vanity, or affectation, I care not 
he I which way it is conſtrued, will not let 
Id me withold a little domeſtic occurence, 


(7 

My departed daughter, who had ſome 
elaim to genius with her pencil, and 
now and then obtained & hint of im- 
portance from Mr. Gainſborough's, had 
preyailed upon him to give her a little 
faint tinted drawing of his to copy, from 
which, ſhe made ſo exact a reſemblance, 
that at a ſlight view, it was not readily 
diſtinguiſhed from the original; one night, 
but after ſupper, at my houſe in town, ſhe 
laid her copy before him, faid nothing, 
but waited to hear what he would ſay, 
Gainſborough inſtead faying any thing, 
took it up and inſtantly tore it through 

the middle! The truth was, inattention, 
good ſpirits, and a glaſs or two of wine, 

had fo cheered him, that he thought it 
was his own, yet at the ſame time perceiv- 
| ing 
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( 45 ) 
ing that it was not quite ſo perfect as a 
work of his ought to be, he demoliſhed 
it. It is ſcarce neceſſary to ſay, that he 
made her a ſecond amends, for this com- 
pliment, by preſenting her with another 
drawing which will never be torn, and 
now I conſider that which was torn, as 
valuable as either. Having ſaid thus much 
ht, of my departed friend, I cannot lay down 
he || my pen without mentioning Mr. Dupont 
ig. his ſurviving nephew and ſcholar, who 
y, has been foſtered under his wing from a 
g, child, to his dying day, becauſe I can 
gh venture to pronounce him a man of ex- 
n, || quiſite genius, little inferior in the line 
e, of a painter to his uncle, poſſeſſing an ex- 
it cellent heart, and a good underſtanding ; 


v. | and when his works are known, they 
| | cannot 
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cannot fail of being equally admired, and 


I hope and believe, if his own diffidence 


and modeſty does not prevent him, that 


he will not remove from his late uncle's 
houſe, for I am ſure he can ſupport its 


former credit, either as a landſcape or 
Portrait painter. If any one doubt it, I 


refer them to a portrait of his uncle, 
which I have not ſeen of many years, 


but which has all the eaſe, all the ſpirit, 


and all the fire in it, which might be ex- 


pected in the Portrait of the firſt genius, 


as I have ſaid above, either this, or in 


any other Kingdom ever produced, Mr, 


 Gainſborough's father left eight children, 
Thomas was the youngeſt, three ſons and 
five daughters, his ſons were all wonder- 


fully ingenious, his daughters handſome. 


and 


— — — 


5 (47 } 
nd and virtuous. The Rev, Mr. Gainſbo- 
ce rough who died a few years ſince at Hen- 
nat ley ; was as much beloved as lamented, for 
e's Ihe was not leſs ingenious as a mechanic, 
its than his younger brother was in painting, 
or After his death, my friend his brothergave 
ne all his finiſhed and unfiniſhed works, 
among which is a clock now in my own. 
houſe (not given by me as by miſtake was 
mentioned in the gazetteer to the britiſh 
Muſeum) of too curious a conſtruction 


for me to attempt to deſcribe, a ſun dial, 
in Na piece of work of great delicacy and of 
Ir. infinite labour, I did preſent to the britiſh 
n, muſeum, but nothing could have induced 
id me to part with it, but that it might be 
r- placed, as I told the Governors in a letter 


ne which accompanied it, where it would 
d * remain, 


(48) 
remain, a ſpecimen of his genius, as long 
as braſs or iron can endure, it was, as the 
clock 1s, all the work of his own hands, 
and I ſoon after received a letter from the 
Governors, thanking me for having en- 
riched the Britiſh Muſeum with ſo. great iſ, 
a curioſity, and there it may be ſeen with 
his name deep cut thereon, which I had 
done, previous to my ſending it thither; 
it ſtands upon three braſs claws like af; 
mahogany table. Three ſiſters, and one 
brother of Mr. Gainfborough's ſurvive 0 
bim, Mrs. Gibbons of Bath is the only I 
one of his ſiſters, I am perſonally known Ii 
to, and thoſe who know Bath & Mrs. Gib- II 
bons, need no. be told how reſpeQable I 
1 
2 


aan. fd 


ſhe isfor her excellent underſtanding, and 


her ny life, two or three of his 
nieces 


7 „ 

ng Nieces, Miſs Gardeners are Milliners in 
the Brock Street, Bath, and merit the notice 
of all thoſe who wiſh to reward virtue, 
and patronize induſtry. This is a haſty 
ketch of my departed friend and his fa- 
mily, written in one day and finiſhed in 
one reſpect only, like his beſt pictures, 
i. e. at one fitting, for I think the fineſt 
head he ever painted, was that of his 
nephew, Mr. Dup6nt, and that was never 
touched but once, and that once the work 


we fl of one hour, I admired it exceedingly, 
nly he gave it to me, and 1t may now be ſeen 
Wi Yin Lady Bateman's dreſſing room, at my 
vib- Lord Bateman's houſe the corner of Park 
ble Lane. Mr. Gainſborough, ſoon after his 
and marriage, had two daughters only, who 
his are both living, the youngeſt is married 
Ces | | 8 | to 


( 50 ) 


to Mr. Fiſcher the celebrated performer 


on the Onox, 


fortune, his wife having as obſerved above, 
an annuity for her life, far beyond what 
ſhe has ſpirit to ſpend, or generoſity to 
beſtow till ſhe can keep it no longer. A 
Cancer broke forth from his neck, and his 
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family imagine he died without knowing 
the danger he was in, or what occaſioned 
it, but the truth is, he did not chuſe to 
know it, for he ſaid to his Siſter Gibbons 
“jf this be a Cancer 1 am a dead man,” he 
then made his will, defired to be buried 

near his friend Kirby m Kew church 
yard, and to have his name only cut upon 
his monumental ſtone ; he died in the 
ſixty 
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who was a moſt beautiful 
woman in her youth; ; the eldeſt is unmar- 
ried, between whom, he has divided bis 


I 
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fixty firſt year of his age, lamented by 


iful all who knew him, and has left a fame | 
nar ben him which can Never Dis, 
his 5 Wo 

we Since moſt part of theſe pages were 


hat printed off, I have ſeen a long and a very [i 
excellent account of Mr. Gainſborough 


to 
A and his paintings, in the gentleman's ma- 
I gazine for Auguſt laſt, there are however 


ſome trifling miſtakes which I think ought 
to be rectified, as well as an omiſſion of 
my OWN. 7 In page thirteen, I have men- 
tioned Thomas Peartrees head ; (the head 
which ſo much attracted my notice in the 
garden at Ipſwich,) without explaining as 
the magazine has done, the cauſe of its 
being painted, and which Mr. Gainſbo- | 
rough related, when I firſt viſited him. 
. At 


E : 
At the bottom of his Ipſwich garden, grew 
a fine bergamot pear tree, and while Mr. 
Gainſborough had his Palate and Bruſhes 
in his hand, Thomas was looking wiſhfully 
over the wall, and contemplating how he 
could come at ſome of the wind-falls, the 
ſun ſhone juſt upon the top of Thomas's 
noſe, and chin, while all the reſt of his 
dejected countenance, appeared inſhadow 
under his broad brimed hat, which ſo 
ſtruck Mr. Gainſborough's fancy (for ſuch 
are the happy moments for poets and 
painters) that he ſnatched up his window 
ſhutter, and got Thomas into his painting 
room, before he had even taſted of the 
forbidden fruit. There is ſomething ſo 
admirably well expreſſed in the magazine 
relative to Mr, Gainſborough's peculiar 
and 


count for it, 


66 
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and ſuperior manner of painting Portraits, 
that though I have always felt the truth 


of that obſervation, I could never ac- | 


and therefore I-ſhall take the | 
liberty of borrowing the editors own | 
words, for I never yet ſaw any other por- | 
trait painter who painted the mind, nay, 
the very ſoul of the living man. © He 
« gives the feature and the ſhadow, ſo 
that it is ſometimes not eaſy to ſay 


* which 1s which; for the ſcumbling 


* about the feature ſometimes looks like 
feature itſelf; ſo that he ſhews the face 
in more points of view than one, and 


on 


by that means it {trikes every one who 

has once ſeen the original that it is a re- 

8 ſemblance and . the portrait with 
| | Fe 

a 


= MMM 
He's i 8 
e 


. 
46 only in one diſpoſition of mind, his 
me gives it in many.“ 


The Editor has very juſtly obſerved, 
that he failed in Mr. Garrick's Portrait, 


expreſſed my ſurpriſe, that he ſhould have 
ſo done, he archly and inſtantly replied, 
* Rot them for a couple of Rogues, they 
* have every Body's faces but their own,” It 
was 1n one of thoſe happy hours in which 


chat which he painted in one hour, and 
iat one fitting of his ingenious nephew and 


above, 1s in the poſſeſſion of Lord Bate- 
man, to whom I had the honor to preſent 
it, for the inſtant I ſaw it, I aſked for it, 
- and 


& a rigid outline exhibits the countenance 


and fo he did in Foote's alſo; and when I 


he painted Thomas Peartrees head, and 


icholar, Mr. Dupont, which as I ſaid 


w ww 


— 


CV 


. reed led — bout —— — 2 


Mall. That engine alone would have fur- 


(5 - 
and there was nothing I could aſk of 
Gainſborough, which he could give (ex- 
cept my own Fortrait) that he would have 
refuſed me. He gave me, after the death 
of his clergyman brother, all his finiſhed | 
and unfiniſhed pieces of mechaniſm. The 
clock, an attempt at a perpetual motion, 
is not at the Britiſh Muſeum, but a moſt 
curious ſun-dial is, and it is a piece of 
work worthy of notice; I parted with it 
reluctantly, but for reaſons aſſigned above. 
The model of his ſteam engine met with | | 
the ſame fate as my landſcape, I found 
it was too much periſhed, to be put in 
motion again, by being left expoſed to 
the weather at his brother's houſe in Pall 


niſhed a fortune to all the Gainſboroughs 
-nd 7 


* 
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and their dependents, had not that un- 
ſuſpicious, good hearted man, let a cun- 
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ning, deſigning artiſt ſee it, and who ſur- 
reptitiouſly carried it off i in his mind's eye 
The clock however, ſhall viſit 2ts Couſin, 
the Sun Dial, but not till 7 * done going. 
The ſpiral channel in which a gilt ball 
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rolls, to point out the hour, is cut from a ||| 
ſolid piece of braſs, and I am told by a fl 
very great artiſt, that it1s one of the truelt || 
and moſt accurate pieces of work he ever If. 
beheld. There is but one man now liv- fſſ t: 
ing whom I know, who can ſet this clock IIS 
in motion, and that is the ingenious Mr. Iv. 
IRELAND, author of Henderſon's life. 
Mr. Gainſborough was not ignorant of 
his diſorder, but pretended to be ſo, for 
though 


1 5 © @©® — „ 


of 


Or 


(5) 


hough he did not mention his ſuſpicions 


to his children and Mr, Dupont, yet when 
his Siſter Gibbons viſited him, he ſaid to 
her, © now if this be a Cancer, I am a 
© dead man, ' and then ſettled his affairs. 
cannot conclude, without mentioning 


his only ſurviving brother, becauſe with 


all the genius which in a PECULIAR MAN- 
NER this unique family came into the 
world; he alone is unfortunate, I never 
ſaw him but once, and that is more than 
twenty years ago, but paſling through | 
Sudbury where he has always refided, I 
viſited him as a friend of his brothers, but 
previous to my ſeeing him, I had fat an 
hour with his wife, and I think ſeven 
daughters, it was on a Sunday morning, | 
and I found them all clean, but cloathed 
=: in 
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WIS inſtant her longitudinal huſband appeared, 


( 58 ) 


in the moſt humble manner. Theſe fe- 
males ſeemed all endowed with good ſenſe, 


but their countenances, even the children 
were overcaſt with diſtreſs. I had taken 
an opportunity 'to give the eldeſt daughter 
a guinea (for I knew the character of the 


father) before he appeared, but the mo- 


ther perceiving: what I had done, ſaid, 
God certainly ſent you fir, for we have 
a piece of beef for dinner, but we have 


no bread to eat with it, I was ſhocked af 


this information, and aſked her whether 
Mr. Gainſborough, her brother did not 
aſſiſt them, O yes! ſaid ſhe he often ſends 
us five guineas, but the inſtant my huſ- 
band gets it, he lays it all out in brals 
work to diſcover the longitude. At that 


he 


( 59 ) 


- | he would not ſuffer me even to tell bies 
„my name, or that I was a friend of his 
n | brother's, but brought forth his curious 
n | braſs work, and after ſhewing me how 
T i nearly it was compleated, obſerved that 
ehe only wanted two guineas to buy braſs 
> || to compleat it. I could hardly determine 
1, | whether his deranged imagination, or his 
e | wonderfully ingenuity, was moſt to be 
e || admired, but I informed him that I had 
at not capacity to conceive the genius of 
er his unfiniſhed work; and therefore wiſhed 

t him to ſhew me ſuch as were compleated, 

he then ſhewed me a cradle which rocked 
1tſelf, a cuckoo, which would {ing all the 

als | ycar round, and a wheel that turned 

at round in a fill bucket of water! he in- 
d, formed me, that he had viſited Mr. Har- 

he | riſon 


TT 
rifon and his time piece, but ſaid he, 
Harriſon made no account of me in my 
ſhabby coat, for he had Lords and Dukes 
with him, but after he had ſhewn the 


Lords that a great motion to the machine, 
would no ways effect its regularity, I 
| whiſpered him to give it a gentle motion, 
Harriſon ſtarted; and in return, whiſpered 
him to ſtay, as he wanted to ſpeak to 
him, after the reſt of the company were 
gone, I then took my leave of this very 
eccentric and unfortunate man, without 
giving him the two guineas he ſolicited, 
and now lament that he has loſt the aid 
of his excellent brother, for alas! without 

aid he cannot ſubſiſt, and muſt be verging 
upon, if not fourſcore years of age, for 
I think he ſaid he was twenty years older 
than 


than his youngeſt brother. When a man 
at Colcheſter had made the firſt ſmoak 


and then aſked him what weight his jack 


hole Ox, and did ſo! Axis Ts; and ye 


ſuch a man as this, and the brother to the 
IMMORTAL THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH, 
want ROAST MEAT, Or bread to eat with 


(610 


jack, this curious man walked over to ſee 


it, but the maker, prudently refuſed him, 


obſerving that probably he was an Artiſt 
himſelf, it 1s true ſaid Gainſborough I am, 


would roaſt, a whole ſheep replied the 
artiſt, then ſaid Gainſborough I will go 
home and make one that will roaſt a 


LOVERS OF THE ARTS, I aſk you, ſhould 


it? GOD FORBID. 


Mrs. G. has a great number of drawings, ſome of 
which are of Mrs. Fiſcher's pencil, which ſhe hoarded up, 
obſerving juftly, that they would fetch a deal of money when 
Tom was dead—A deal of good may they do her, | 
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